The Taking of Hugh
Fireships also were kept in readiness, and trenches to shelter
musketeers and archers were dug on "both banks.
On 24 September the defenders embarked secretly by night
on some fourteen barges and a number of cargo boats, which
had an armament of light cannon on swivels, pieces little more
deadly than a blunderbuss. The survivors of the siege numbered
about 150 Portuguese men, both of pure and mixed descent, per-
haps 100 women of similar blood, with slaves and Indian soldiers
to the number of 5,000. Many of the Indians had managed to
escape.
Owing to some miscalculation the boats were overtaken by
dawn before they could weigh anchor. Then began an evacuation
which ranks with the most remarkable in history. When the
Mughals realized that the garrison had embarked, they streamed
into the town with a great show of valour * so as to be able to boast
they had taken it by storm', says Cabral with bitter scorn. In the
river were about 500 Mughal boats of various sizes. On land the
enemy numbered, it is said, 100,000 men, many of whom were
posted in the trenches which stretched down the banks for twenty-
five miles. All the cannon were now trained on the river, which
was shallow on account of a poor monsoon. And the wind was con-
trary. It was a desperate situation.
The attack on the Portuguese ships began by the launching of
a fire-raft of sixteen boats laden with firewood, pitch, and gun-
powder. But a company of Portuguese managed to board the raft
and Mil the men on it before they could set it on fire, and after-
wards used it to breach the pontoon. Night fell before this was
accomplished. It seems that the Mughals were so busy looting the
town that they did not press the attack at this stage.
But de Azevedo failed to get his flotilla through the pontoon in
the darkness and on the following morning the battle began in
earnest. 'The fury of the attack,* says Cabral, 'surpassed imagina-
tion/ The sun was darkened by the cannon smoke5 bullets and
arrows fell like rain. Many deeds of notable valour were observed.
A "boat, manned by three Portuguese and a negro, was set upon by
several enemy boats. 'One of the Portuguese had had both legs
shot through by a swivel. His comrades had put him on the prow,
whence he kept fighting the whole fleet with two blunderbusses,
which a native woman loaded for him.' He got away, ' saving the
lives and honour of several white women whom he had on board *.
One woman was captured at this|time? a famous beauty, Lucrezia
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